Don Kruse, Treasurer, OVGTOA
'Tis the month of December and
for many, it is a month that finds our
GTO(s) stored for the winter. Nonetheless, spring will be here before we
know it, so whether you celebrate
Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, the
December Solstice, or New Year’s Eve,
the undeniable fact is that 2018 is almost history. I am not sure about you,
but for me, it seems a new year approaches faster and faster with each
passing year. Like many of you, I understand that time stands still for no
one. Indiana Jones is famously quoted
on the topic of aging as saying, “It is
not the years, it is the miles.” Perhaps
the same can be said for our GTOs!
The members of The Ohio Valley
GTO Association are preparing for the
opportunity to host the GTOAA Convention June 25-29, 2019. We are excited to have the city of Lawrenceburg,
Indiana assist in sponsoring this event.
While it may seem like the Convention
is a long way off, the reality is that
with many details to nail down, it
sometimes feels like it is closer than
six months away.
In the past two months’ articles, I
have written about the close proximity
that Lawrenceburg has to the greater
Cincinnati area. As exact times for
tech sessions and speakers for presentations are being nailed down, I
thought it might be a good time to offer some additional details about some
of the major attractions in the TriState vicinity.

The Cincinnati area has some
great family attractions including the
world renowned Cincinnati Zoo and
Botanical Garden. This attraction is
the second-oldest zoo in the United
States. It is located within the city limits of Cincinnati, Ohio, and opened in
1875, just 14 months after the Philadelphia Zoo opened on July 1, 1874.
The Reptile House is the oldest zoo
building in the United States, dating
from 1875. This zoo is considered one
of the best in the country. It is most
renowned for its endangered species
and birthing programs, particularly
for gorillas and white tigers, and has a

wonderful collection of felines and a
delightful manatee exhibit. Fiona, a
hippo born at the Zoo in January of
2017, has endeared herself to visitors,
so much so that you can purchase all
things Fiona at the Zoo as well as most
gift shops throughout the area.
x

Located just seven miles from
Lawrenceburg in Petersburg, Kentucky is the Creation Museum.
This 75,000-square-foot facility
allows you to experience history
as revealed in the Bible. Nearly
150 exhibits feature animatronic
dinosaurs, talking heroes of the

faith, and other professional displays. The museum also boasts a
fun-filled, 200-seat special effects
theater, a state-of-the-art planetarium, a petting zoo, and nature
trails.
x

Less than 30 minutes from Lawrenceburg is the Ark Encounter. It
is the largest timber frame structure in the world, built from
standing dead timber, in part by
skilled Amish craftsmen. The Ark
is an architectural and engineering wonder, containing three
decks of world-class exhibits.

x

An hour north of the area, near
Dayton, Ohio is The National Museum of the United States Air
Force. It is the oldest and largest
military aviation museum in the
world, located at the WrightPatterson Air Force Base. The
Museum conserves, interprets,
and presents the Air Force's history, heritage, and traditions. It is
also home to a number of former
Air Force One aircraft that one is
able to self-tour. There is no admission charge to this attraction.
One of our club members, Mr.
John Walton, is a regular volunteer at the museum and will act as
a docent for those interested in
touring the museum. If all things
related to military aviation are of
interest to you, you will not want
to miss the opportunity to tour
this attraction.

While details are still being
worked out, it is our intention to provide day trips to the National Museum
of the Air Force, The Cincinnati Zoo,
Kings Island, The Creation Museum,
and the Ark Encounter sometime during the convention.
As I mentioned last month, one of
our club’s goals is to make these sites
available in hopes of providing a nice
choice of family friendly area attractions.
The GTOAA convention and all of
the GTO and Pontiac-related activities
are what attendees look forward to

the most. There will be something for
everyone; like spending time with the
best of the best Concours GTOs from
across the nation that will be displayed inside the Event Center. Popular Vote cars will be housed in a parking garage where they will remain
protected from the elements. Model
cars, tech sessions, vendor display
booths, and a swap meet promise
something for everyone.
All of these opportunities and
more await you the last week of June
next year. Whether you are an experi-

enced convention attendee or a newbie, we ask that you make the 2019
GTOAA convention a “must do” event.
The Ohio Valley GTO Association is
committed to making this convention
a very memorable one and a great
week for registrants, guests, and families.
In the meantime, on behalf of my
fellow OVGTOA members, may you
and your family have a great December and a Happy New Year. We look
forward to meeting you next June in
Lawrenceburg.

