Don Kruse, Treasurer, OVGTOA

LESS THAN FOUR MONTHS TO “ROARING ON THE RIVER 2019!”
Most likely, it is February as you read this. However, as
this article is written in December, I have no idea whether
Punxsutawney Phil will see (or has seen) his shadow or not.
I’m not certain whether this furry little creature has a better
prediction rate than the most seasoned meteorologist; but
somehow, year after year, lots of people rely on his prediction. I wish it were only six weeks until my GTO could come
out of storage, but I know better!
One thing I am certain of is that for those of us who reside north of the Mason-Dixon Line, February can bring subzero temperatures and lots of that white stuff. Trust me, no
one living in the Snow Belt is singing, “Let It Snow” in February. For those living in Minnesota and Wisconsin, you are
still months away from putting your snowmobile in the garage and putting your boat in the driveway. The rest of us
“Yankees” are ready for spring and looking forward to
spending time with our muscle cars.
One of the perks of writing this article was finding out
about a hidden treasure that was recently revealed to me.
The treasure is The American Sign Museum, located less
than a 30-minute drive from Lawrenceburg. I have lived in
Cincinnati all of my life and had heard of a sign museum but
simply dismissed a visit because I thought it sounded boring.
However, on the advice of a fellow GTOAA member, a friend
of mine and I toured The Sign Museum with a docent who
took us through a half century of sign history.
Trust me when I say that we had a fantastic trip, beginning with the elegant gold leaf signs of the early 1900s,
through the pre-neon era of light bulb signs, to the neon
heyday of the 1930s-1940s and into the plastic era of the
funky 1950s. It was a great way to spend time looking at artifacts under glass as well as seeing some very familiar signs
that I grew up with that have long since been either forgotten or replaced. If you have ever seen a barn painted with a
“Mail Pouch” advertisement, you will enjoy hearing the true
story behind this familiar “gimmick.” No worries if you have

never seen a barn with a Mail Pouch tobacco sign because
they have relocated the sign from a barn in the 300 seat
Event Center. As an added bonus, Neonworks, a commercial
neon shop, is located in The Sign Museum and offers a
chance for one to witness the art of making a neon sign with
the hands-on owners.
Future articles will include a close-up look at many
more places to visit that will appeal to the entire family.

The GTOAA convention and all of the GTO and Pontiac
related activities are what attendees look forward to the
most. As in years past, there will be something for everyone;
like spending time with the best of the best (Concours) GTOs
from across the nation that will be displayed inside the
Event Center. Popular Vote cars will be housed in a parking
garage where they will remain protected from the elements.
Model cars, tech sessions, vendor display booths, and a swap
meet promise something for every interest.
All of these opportunities and more await you the last
week of June. Whether you an experienced convention attendee or a newbie, we ask that you make the 2019 GTOAA
convention a “must do” event. The Ohio Valley GTO Association is committed to making this convention a very memorable one and a great week for registrants, guests, and
families.
In the meantime, on behalf of my fellow OVGTOA members, we hope you and your family continue to enjoy the rest
of the winter months. If you have not yet registered for the
convention, visit the GTOAA website or locate the January
issue of The Legend and make it a priority to register for this
event. We look forward to meeting you in Lawrenceburg the
last week of June this year.

