Don Kruse, Treasurer, OVGTOA

‘Tis the month of November and
for many, it is a time to be thankful.
The members of The Ohio Valley GTO
Association remain thankful for the
opportunity to host the GTOAA Convention June 25-29, 2019. We are also
thankful to the city of Lawrenceburg,
Indiana for their sponsorship of this
event.
In the way of a reminder, the
Event Center in Lawrenceburg is a
newly constructed building that adjoins one of our two host hotels, The
Doubletree Inn by Hilton. The other
host hotel is within walking distance
and is located in the Hollywood Casino
complex, a few blocks away, accessible
by walking or a shuttle.
The Event Center is quite modern
and contains three ballrooms, six flexible suites, along with large 25,000 sq.
ft. indoor multi-purpose exhibition
venue. Vehicle trailer parking will be
available in a secure lot just minutes
from the Event Center.
In last month’s article, I wrote
about the close proximity that Lawrenceburg is to the greater Cincinnati
area. I also promised some further details concerning some of the major attractions in the Tri State area. Here
are some area favorites (in no particular order):
x The Cincinnati Museum Center is
the largest cultural institution in the
city, with more than 1.4 million visi-

tors per year. It is located in the Union Terminal, a historic art deco
train station. The center includes
the Cincinnati History Museum, the
Duke Energy Children’s Museum,
the Museum of Natural History and
Science, and the Robert D. Lindner
Family OMNIMAX theatre.
x Cincinnati is home to a number of
sports teams including major league
baseball’s first all-professional team,
the Cincinnati Reds. It is also home
to the NFL’s Cincinnati Bengals and
FC Cincinnati, currently a United
Soccer League but soon-to-be Major
League Soccer team.

x The Cincinnati area has some great
family attractions including the
world renowned Cincinnati Zoo and
Botanical Garden. Kings Island is located north of the city and is the
largest amusement park and waterpark in the Midwest. Located just
across the Ohio River from Cincinnati is the Newport Aquarium featuring many of your favorite underwater creatures. Visitors can touch
stingrays, observe dozens of penguins, and walk over the Shark
Bridge, just inches above more than
two dozen sharks, shark rays, and
other ocean animals.

x Located just seven miles from Lawrenceburg in Petersburg, Kentucky
is the Creation Museum.
This
75,000-square-foot facility allows
you to experience earth history as
revealed in the Bible. Nearly 150
exhibits feature fearsome animatronic dinosaurs, talking heroes of
the faith, and professional displays
that honor God´s Word. The museum also boasts a fun-filled, 200seat special effects theater, a stateof-the-art planetarium, a petting
zoo, nature trails, and lots more.
x About an hour from Lawrenceburg
is the Ark Encounter. It is the largest timber frame structure in the
world, built from standing dead timber, in part by skilled Amish craftsmen. The Ark is an architectural
and engineering wonder containing
three decks of world-class exhibits.
x An hour north of the area, near Dayton, Ohio is The National Museum of
the United States Air Force. It is the
oldest and largest military aviation
museum in the world, located at
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base.
The Museum conserves, interprets,
and presents the Air Force's history,
heritage, and traditions. It is also
home to a number of former Air
Force One aircraft that you can selftour. There is no admission charge
to this attraction.

While details are still being
worked out, it is our intention to provide day trips to the National Museum
of the Air Force, The Cincinnati Zoo,
Kings Island, The Creation Museum,
and the Ark Encounter sometime during the convention. One of our club’s
goals is to make these sites available
in hopes of providing a nice choice of
family friendly area attractions.
For those of legal age, the greater
Cincinnati area is home to a number of
gaming casinos. The Hollywood Casino is blocks from the Event Center in
Lawrenceburg. Located less than an
hour’s drive are the Belterra Gaming
and Horse Racing near Coney Island
Amusement Park on the Ohio River,
just off Interstate I-275, east of Cincinnati.
The Jack Casino is located in
downtown Cincinnati, the Belterra Casino Resort is in Florence, Indiana, and
the Rising Star Casino Resort can be
found in Rising Sun, Indiana. For
those who enjoy gambling, there are
many establishments to try your luck.
Who knows, you may return from the
convention with more money than you
came with! All we ask that if you play,
you play responsibly.
The star of the week and the reason one travels to Lawrenceburg, Indiana is still the GTOAA convention and

all of the GTO related activities. There
will be something for everyone…like
“perfect” cars? Prefer daily drivers?
Are model cars your interest? Do you
like the opportunity to look for treasures at a swap meet? Do you favor listening to a tech talk or two? Or, after a
day at the convention, would you prefer to sit back, have a cocktail on an
outside plaza overlooking a very scenic part of the Ohio River? The choices are yours to decide. Remember,
there are so many things to do and so
little time! Convention days fly by. If
you don’t think time isn’t relative,
which goes faster, a week at a GTOAA
convention or a week on a diet?
All of these opportunities and
more await you the last week of June
next year. Whether you are an experienced convention attendee or a newbie, we ask that you make the 2019
GTOAA convention a “must do” event.
The Ohio Valley GTO Association is
committed to making this convention
a very memorable one and a great
week for registrants, guests, and families.
In the meantime, on behalf of my
fellow OVGTOA members, may you
and your family have a great Thanksgiving.

